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Ohio Veterans Bonus Rewards Service in Recent Wars

COLUMBUS — It may help with bills or the mortgage, go towards something extra or be tucked into
savings, but the Ohio Veterans Bonus is money ahead for Ohioans who served in the Persian Gulf
War or the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

“This is real money for veterans, for whatever purpose they need or desire,” said Tom Moe, Director
of the Ohio Department of Veterans Services. “These are people who voluntarily stepped up and
served our country in a time of war, and the bonus is a great way for Ohio to say thanks.”

The Ohio Veterans Bonus is available to veterans who served more than 90 days active duty, not for training,
during the periods of the Persian Gulf War and the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. For the Persian Gulf, the
period is from Aug 2, 1990 through Mar 3, 1991; for Afghanistan, from Oct. 7, 2001 through a date to be
determined by the President, and for Iraqg, from March 19, 2003 and also through a to-be-determined date.
Payment can be received for active duty service anywhere in the world during these periods, but is higher
for veterans who served in the Persian Gulf or in Afghanistan or Irag. Eligible veterans must have been Ohio
residents at the time of their entry into the service, and must be Ohio residents currently.

“We know that the bonus has already made a difference in the lives of over 33,500 Ohioans,” Director Moe
said. “But we believe there’s a lot more out there who are eligible, so we're making every effort to be sure
that everyone who’s qualified for the bonus gets it.”

The bonus pays $100 a month to veterans who served in the Persian Gulf theater, or in the countries of
Afghanistan or Irag, up to a maximum of $1,000. For veterans who served elsewhere, the payment is $50 a
month up to a $500 maximum. Veterans medically discharged as a result of combat service can receive
$1,000, regardless of how much time they spent in combat, plus up to $500 for months of service
elsewhere. Family members of those killed in action or who died from disease as a result of their in-theater
service can receive a bonus of $5,000 plus whatever the service member was eligible for, up to a total of
$6,500.
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The Ohio Veterans Bonus continues a tradition of bonuses to reward Ohio veterans that dates back to the
Civil War. Ohio voters overwhelmingly approved the bonus, which is funded by the sale of bonds, in
November 2009. The program was formally launched in August 2010, and to date, has paid over $27.3
million to more than 33,500 Ohio veterans and families.

Veterans needing more information or who want to apply can call toll-free to 1-877-OHIO VET (1-
877-644-6838) option 2, visit www.veteransbonus.ohio.gov, or visit any county veterans service
office (see www.dvs.ohio.gov for an interactive map of the county offices). The department also
provides information about the bonus through its social media.

Veterans of military service from any era generally qualify for a number of federal and state benefits
ranging from compensation for injuries to health care, education, home loans and many others, to
include direct financial assistance in cases of need. County veterans service offices in each of Ohio’s
counties will assist veterans in applying for these benefits. Contact information is available by calling
1-877-OHIO VET (1-877-644-6838), or visiting www.dvs.ohio.gov.
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