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Ohio Adjutant General Joins in Celebrating Women’s History Month at Statehouse

COLUMBUS — Major General Deborah Ashenhurst, the first female Adjutant General in Ohio history,
addressed a Women's History Month event Tuesday in the Museum Gallery on the ground floor of
the Ohio Statehouse. The event was sponsored by the Ohio Department of Veterans Services.

She shared her experiences of over 32 years of military service and the challenges she faced as the
role of women expanded within the military and the culture changed as a result, relating this to the
changing view of women in society as a whole. She also traced the accomplishments of several
significant women throughout American history.

Major General Ashenhurst was appointed Adjutant General by Gov. John Kasich effective Jan. 10,
2011, capping a career that began as a junior soldier and led to command and staff assignments at
every level as an officer. In addition to being the first female Adjutant General, she is also the first
female in Ohio to achieve the rank of General Officer. Today she leads over 18,000 soldiers and
airmen in the Ohio Army and Air National Guard. The Ohio National Guard is tasked with multiple
deployments while maintaining effective training standards and being ready to respond to state
emergencies.

She enlisted in the Ohio Army National Guard in 1978, then attended officer candidate school and
graduated as a second lieutenant in 1980. She served as an engineer staff officer, military instructor,
medical services staff officer, and medical company commander. She served later as a forward
support battalion executive officer and activated and commanded the 237" Personnel Services
Battalion. She followed as executive officer for the 73™ Troop Command, Director of Installation
Resources, and returned to the 73" as its interim commander. She was then a principal staff officer
in the Joint Force Headquarters before assuming command of the 73 Troop Command in 2009.

Her awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint
Service Commendation Medal, and the Army Commendation Medal. She holds a bachelor of arts
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degree from the University of the State of New York, and is a graduate of the Army War College, the
Air Force War College, and the Army Command and General Staff College, along with several other
officer training courses.

She is also a member of the Board of Directors of the National Guard Association of the United
States, the Association of the United States Army, the American Society of Military Comptrollers, the
Ohio National Guard Association, and the American Legion.

Ashenhurst and her husband, Jim, reside in Hilliard.
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For more information, contact - Mike McKinney at 614-728-0235 or Michael.mckinney@dvs.ohio.gov.

Click here to view Major General Ashenhurst's Biography
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