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Invitation to Bid-Cover Page 
 

Date:       January 22, 2014 

Solicitation Number:     OVH-S 14-01 

Solicitation Title:      Lawn Care and Landscaping Service  

Pre-Solicitation Meeting:    REQUIRED 
       Ohio Veterans Homes-Sandusky 
       3416 Columbus Ave 

Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
Maintenance Building 
February 11, 2014 to February 13, 2014 
Call for Appointment 

 
Bids will be received until:     February 19, 2014 1:00 p.m., Our Clock 
       at 3416 Columbus Ave-Administration Building 
       Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
 
Goods or services to be delivered to or performed at: Ohio Veterans Homes-Sandusky 
       3416 Columbus Ave. 
       Sandusky, OH 44870 
   
For additional information please contact:  Matt Crum 
       Maintenance Supervisor 
       (419)-625-2454 ext. 1545 

Email Address:       Matthew.Crum@dvs.ohio.gov 
  
The undersigned hereby affirms that he/she:  (1)is a duly authorized agent of the Contractor, (2) 
has read all terms and conditions and technical specifications which were made available in 
conjunction with this invitation to bid, and (3) fully understands and accepts them unless specific 
variations have been expressly listed in his/her offer 
 

PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION 

Name of Company: ____________________________________________ Fax: _____________ 

Address: ________________________ City/State: ________________ Zip: ______________ 

Contact Person: ___________________ Title: _____________________ Phone: ___________ 

Contact Person E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________ 

Authorized Representative’s Signature: ____________________________ Phone: ___________ 

Printed Name: ____________________ Title: _____________________ Date: ____________ 

mailto:Matthew.Crum@dvs.ohio.gov


 

 

 
Bid Proposal Form 

 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:  The following activities and dates are just an outline of a tentative 
schedule to be used to solicit responses and to evaluate each bid: 

 
January 22, 2014 ......................................................................................................Issue Invitation to Bid 
 
February 11, 2014 – February 13, 2014……………………………………….……Pre-Solicitation Meeting 
 .................................................................................................................................... Call for Appointment                  

February 14, 2014 ................................................................................ Deadline for submitting questions 

February 19, 2014 ....................................................................................................Bid submittal deadline 

 
February 24, 2014 ............................................................................................................... Contract Award 
  
RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS:  Questions which arise during the Response preparation period regarding 
issues around this Solicitation, purchasing and/or award should be directed, via e-mail, to Matt Crum 
Maintenance Supervisor, Ohio Veterans Homes, Matthew.crum#dvs.ohio.gov.  The Contractor submitting 
the question(s) shall be responsible for ensuring that the question(s) is received by Ohio Veterans 
Homes-Sandusky, hereby referred to as OVH-S by the date listed above in the schedule of activities for 
submitting the question(s). 
 
Any official interpretation of this Solicitation must be made by an agent of OVH-S who is authorized to act 
on behalf of OVH-S.  OVH-S shall not be responsible for interpretations offered by employees of OVH-S 
who are not authorized agents of OVH-S. 
 
FAILURE TO PROVIDE ANY REQUESTED INFORMATION:  Failure to provide any requested 
information may result in the rejection of your offer. 
 
SUBMISSION OF BIDS  The original Offer must be received before the due date and time as 
specified in the Invitation to Bid.    Bids may be submitted by standard mail and/or hand delivered 
to: 

 
Ohio Veterans Homes 

ATTN: Matt Crum 
3416 Columbus Ave 

Sandusky, Ohio 45121 
 

 
Contractor Name and Company (Proposed Bidder):      
                                                                                   
Name of Authorized of Authorized Representative:        
 
Title of Authorized Representative:                                                                                                                     
 
Signature and Date of Authorized Representative:               
 
Total Bid Price (for two mowing seasons):        

                                                                            

mailto:Ronald.Hall@dvs.ohio.gov
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Does your offer comply with all the terms     YES     /     NO 

and conditions?  If no, indicate exceptions.  

     

Does your offer meet or exceed all       YES     /     NO 

specifications?  If no, indicate exceptions.           

 

Requirements met and response included?     YES     /     NO 

 

Have all addendums been acknowledged and enclosed?   YES     /     NO 

 

Has a duly authorized agent of the bidder signed    YES     /     NO 

the cover sheet in blue ink? 

 

 
REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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Offer Submission Guidelines 

 
I. APPLICABILITY 

 
These Offer Submission Guidelines apply, but are not limited, to all bids, proposals, 
qualifications and quotations (hereinafter referred to as “Offers” or “Responses”) made to the 
Ohio Veterans Homes-Sandusky (hereinafter referred to as "OVH-S”) by all prospective 
suppliers (herein after referred to as "Contractors" or “Bidders/Offerors”) in response, but not 
limited to: Invitations to Bid, Requests for Proposals, Requests for Qualifications, and 
Requests for Quotations (hereinafter referred to as “Solicitations”). 

 
II. CONTENTS OF OFFER 

 
A. GENERAL CONDITIONS.  Contractors are required to submit their Offers in accordance with 

the following expressed conditions: 
 
1. Contractors shall make all investigations necessary to thoroughly inform themselves 

regarding the plant and facilities affected by the delivery of materials and equipment 
as required by the conditions of the Solicitation.  No plea of ignorance by the 
Contractor of conditions that exist or that may hereafter exist as a result of failure to 
fulfill the requirements of the contract documents will be accepted as the basis for 
varying the requirements of OVH-S or the compensation to the Contractor. 

 
2. Contractors are advised that all OVH-S contracts are subject to all legal requirements 

contained in the State of Ohio’s General Services Policies and state and federal 
statutes.  When conflicts between the Solicitation and these legal documents occur, 
the highest authority will prevail. 

 
3. OVH-S intends and expects that the contracting processes of OVH-S and its 

Contractors provide equal opportunity without regard to gender, race, ethnicity, 
religion, age or disability and that its Contractors make available equal opportunities 
to the extent third parties are engaged to provide goods and services to OVH-S as 
subcontractors, Contractors, or otherwise.  Accordingly, the Contractor shall not 
discriminate on any of the foregoing grounds in the performance of the contract, and 
shall make available equal opportunities to the extent third parties are engaged to 
provide goods and services in connection with performance of the contract.   

 
4. All Offers and other materials submitted in response to this Solicitation shall become 

the property of OVH-S. Information that is considered proprietary should be marked 
as such and will be returned to the Contractor(s) after the award is made. 

  
B. CLARIFICATION AND MODIFICATIONS IN TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
1. Where there appear to be variances or conflicts between the General Terms and 

Conditions, the Special Terms and Conditions and the Technical Specifications 
outlined in this Solicitation, the Technical Specifications then the Special Terms and 
Conditions will prevail. 

 
2. If any Contractor contemplating submitting an Offer under this Solicitation is in doubt 

as to the true meaning of the specifications, the Contractor must submit a written 
request via email for clarification to the Point of Contact listed on the first page of the 
solicitation.  The Contractor submitting the request shall be responsible for ensuring 
that the request is received by OVH-S prior to the deadline for submitting questions. 
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Any official interpretation of this Solicitation must be made by an agent of 
OVH-S who is authorized to act on behalf of OVH-S.  OVH-S shall not be 
responsible for interpretations offered by employees of OVH-S who are not 
authorized agents of OVH-S. 
 

3. OVH-S shall issue a written addendum if substantial changes which impact the 
technical submission of Offers are required.  A copy of such addenda will be will be 
available at the Ohio Veterans Homes website.  The Contractor shall certify its 
acknowledgment of each addendum by signing each addendum and returning each 
signed addendum with its Offer.  In the event of conflict with the original contract 
documents, addenda shall govern all other contract documents to the extent 
specified.  Subsequent addenda shall govern over prior addenda only to the extent 
specified. 

 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT ANY AND ALL SUBSEQUENT ADDENDUM/ADDENDA MAY DEEM 
THE CONTRACTOR NON-RESPONSIVE.  ANY SUBMITTAL DEEMED NON-RESPONSIVE 
WILL BE RETURNED.  ANY CONTRACTOR DEEMED NON-RESPONSIVE WILL NOT HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO APPEAL AWARD DECISION(S)    
 

III. PRE-SOLICITATION MEETING  
 

A. All contractors must schedule an appointment for a site visit with Matt Crum, Maintenance 
Supervisor prior to submitting a bid.  Appointments can be made by calling the Maintenance 
Department at (419) 625-2454 extension 1545; Matt Crum, Maintenance Supervisor; or 
extension 1424; Cyndi Schirg, Admin. Professional. 

 
B. Pre-solicitation meeting(s) may be cancelled and/or rescheduled due to inclement weather or 

other causes at the sole discretion of OVH-S. 
 
 

IV. PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF OFFER 
 
A. PREPARATION 

 
1. The Offer must be typed or legibly printed in ink.  The use of erasable ink is not 

permitted.  All corrections made by the Contractor must be initialed in blue ink by the 
authorized agent of the Contractor. 

 
2. Offers must contain, in blue ink, a manual signature of an authorized agent of the 

Contractor in the space provided on the Solicitation cover page.  The original cover 
page of this Solicitation must be included in all Offers.  If the Contractor’s 
authorized agent fails to sign and return the original cover page of the 
Solicitation, its Offer may be deemed invalid and may not be considered. 

 
3. The accuracy of the Offer is the sole responsibility of the Contractor.  No changes in 

the Offer shall be allowed after the date and time that the Offers are due. 
 
B. SUBMISSION 

 
1. The Offer shall be sealed in an envelope with the Contractor’s name and the 

solicitation number on the outside.  OVH-S’s Bid Proposal form, which is attached to 
this Solicitation, must be used when the Contractor is submitting its Offer.  The 
Contractor shall not alter this form (e.g. add or modify categories for posting prices 
offered) unless expressly permitted in the addendum duly issued by OVH-S.  No 
other form shall be accepted. 



“Serving Those Who Served”  
    

    Teamwork    Trust & Honesty    Commitment    Customer Focus   
Page 6 of 21 

 

 
2. Offers submitted via facsimile machines will not be accepted. 

 
3. Contractors, which qualify their Offers by requiring alternate contractual terms and 

conditions as a stipulation for contract award must include such, alternate terms and 
conditions in their Offers.  OVH-S reserves the right to declare Contractors’ Offers as 
non-responsive if any of these alternate terms and conditions are in conflict with 
OVH-S’s terms and conditions, or if they are not in the best interests OVH-S. 

 
4. Offers must include the following to be considered responsive: 

 
a. Request for Proposal Cover Page. 
b. Proposal Form. 
c. Federal Taxpayer ID Form (W9)  
d. Vendor Information Form  
e. A minimum of three (3) references and a description of work performed, of 

similar size and scope performed within the previous five years. 
 

C. LATE OFFERS.  Offers received after the date and time set for the opening shall be 
considered non-responsive and returned unopened to the Contractor. 

 
V. MODIFICATION OR WITHDRAWAL OF OFFERS 

 
A. MODIFICATIONS TO OFFERS.  Offers may only be modified in the form of a written notice 

on company letterhead and must be received prior to the time and date set for the Offers to 
be opened.  Each modification submitted to OVH-S must have the Contractor’s name and 
return address and the applicable Solicitation number and title clearly marked on the face of 
the envelope.  If more than one modification is submitted, the modification bearing the latest 
date of receipt by OVH-S will be considered the valid modification. 

 
B. WITHDRAWAL OF OFFERS 
 

1. Offers may be withdrawn prior to the time and date set for the opening.  Such 
requests must be made in writing on company letterhead. 

 
VI. REJECTION OF OFFERS 

 
A. REJECTION OF OFFERS.  OVH-S may, at its sole and absolute discretion: 

 
1. Reject any and all, or parts of any or all, Offers submitted by prospective Contractors; 

 
2. Re-advertise this Solicitation; 

 
3. Postpone or cancel the process; 

 
4. Waive any irregularities in the Offers received in conjunction with this Solicitation; 

and/or 
 

5. Determine the criteria and process whereby Offers are evaluated and awarded.  No 
damages shall be recoverable by any challenger as a result of these determinations 
or decisions by OVH-S. 

 
B. REJECTION OF A PARTICULAR OFFER.  In addition to any reason identified in subsection 

A above, OVH-S may reject an Offer under any of the following conditions: 
 
1. The Contractor misstates or conceals any material fact in its Offer; 
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2. The Contractor’s Offer does not strictly conform to the law or the requirements of the 

Solicitation; 
 

3. The Offer expressly requires or implies a conditional award that conflicts with the 
method of award stipulated in the Solicitation’s Special Terms and Conditions; 

 
4. The Offer does not include documents, including, but not limited to, certificates, 

licenses, and/or samples, which are required for submission with the Offer in 
conjunction with the Solicitation’s Special Terms and Conditions and/or Technical 
Specifications; or  

 
5. The Offer has not been executed by the Contractor through an authorized signature 

on the Specification’s Cover Sheet. 
 
C. ELIMINATION FROM CONSIDERATION 

 
1. An Offer may not be accepted from, nor any contract be awarded to, any person or 

firm which is in arrears to the State of Ohio upon any debt or contract or which is a 
defaulter as surety or otherwise upon any obligation to the State of Ohio. 

 
2. An Offer may not be accepted from, nor any contract awarded to, any person or firm 

which has failed to perform faithfully any previous contract with the State of Ohio or 
federal government for a minimum period of three years after this previous contract 
was terminated for cause. 

 
VII. AWARD OF SOLICITATION 

 
OVH-S shall award the solicitation to the successful bidder through the issuance of a Notice 
of Intent to Award. The Terms and Conditions, any Technical Specifications, the Bidder’s 
Offer, and the Notice of Intent to Award are collectively an integral part of any agreement 
between OVH-S and the successful Bidder. Accordingly, these documents shall be 
incorporated into a separate contract for services.  No services or products shall be provided 
until the Agreement for Services has been signed by OVH-S. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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General Terms and Conditions 

 

I. INSURANCE.  In part to assure OVH-S that the Contractor is always capable of fulfilling the 
specified indemnification obligations, the Contractor must purchase and maintain insurance 
of the kind specified below. 

 
1. Contractor agrees to procure and maintain, at its own expense, for all work covered 

by this Agreement, the following policies of insurance: 
  
a. Workers’ compensation insurance, as required by Ohio law. 

 
b. Professional liability insurance against any and all claims for injuries to 

persons occurring or arising out of Contractor’s obligations set forth herein as 
required by Ohio law.  

 
c. Commercial Automobile Liability insurance with respect to each of 

Contractor's owned, hired and non-owned vehicles assigned to or used in 
performance of the services as required by Ohio law.  

 
d. Automobile and General Liability Insurance. During the term of the Contract 

and any renewal thereto, the Contractor, and any agent of the Contractor, at 
its sole cost and expense shall maintain a policy of Automobile Liability 
Insurance in accordance with the State and Federal laws.  

 
2. If not submitted with the Bidder’s response, copies of the respective insurance 

certificates shall be filed with OVH-S within seven (7) calendar days after notification. 
Failure to submit the insurance certificates within this time period may result in the 
Bidder being deemed not responsive.  

 
II. TAXES AND COLLUSION  

 
1. Contractors shall not include federal, state, or local excise or sales taxes in prices 

offered, as OVH-S is exempt from payment of such taxes and does not agree to pay 
any taxes. 

 
State of Ohio Tax Exempt Number: 31-1334820 
 

2. The Contractor, by affixing its signature to this Solicitation, certifies that its Offer is 
made without previous understanding, agreement, or connection either with any 
persons, firms or corporations making an Offer for the same items, or with OVH-S.  
The Contractor also certifies that its Offer is in all respects fair, without outside 
control, collusion, fraud, or otherwise illegal action.  To insure integrity of OVH-S’ 
public procurement process, all Contractors are hereby placed on notice that any and 
all Contractors who falsify the certifications required in conjunction with this section 
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 

 
III. PAYMENT PROVISIONS: 

 
A. Contractors who execute work for the State of Ohio must be in the State Accounting 

system.  All bidders must submit a Federal Taxpayer ID Form (W-9) with original 
signatures (Attachment 2) and a vendor information form (Attachment 3) to OVH with 
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their sealed bid. 
 

B. INVOICE REQUIREMENTS. The Contractor must submit an original invoice to the office 
designated in the purchase order as the “bill to” address. To be a proper invoice, the 
invoice must include the following information: 

 
a. The purchase order number authorizing the delivery of products or services. 

 
b. A description of what the Contractor delivered, including, as applicable, the 

time period, serial number,  unit price, quantity, and total price of the 
products and services. If the invoice is for a lease, the Contractor must also 
include the payment number (e.g., 1 of 36).  

 
c. If an authorized dealer has fulfilled the purchase order, then the dealer’s 

information should be supplied in lieu of the Contractor’s information. 
 

d. The Contractor’s Tax Identification Number, TIN. 
 

 
C. PAYMENT DUE DATE. Payments under this Contract will be due on the 30

th
 calendar 

day after the later of: 
 
a. The date of actual receipt of a proper invoice in the office designated to 

receive the invoice, or the date the service is delivered and accepted in 
accordance with the terms of this Contract. 

 
The date of the warrant issued in payment will be considered the date payment is made. Interest on late 
payments will be paid in accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section §126.30. 

 
 
IV. CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS 

 
A. LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS.  Successful Contractors 

shall be familiar and comply with all local, state, and federal directives, ordinances, rules, 
orders, and laws applicable to, and affected by, this contract including, but not limited to, 
Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) regulations, Occupational Safety and Health Act 
(OSHA), and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

 
B. GOVERNING LAW / SEVERABILITY. This Contract shall be governed by the laws of the 

State of Ohio, and the venue for any disputes will be exclusively with the appropriate court in 
Franklin County, Ohio. If any provision of the Contractor the application of any provision is 
held by that court to be contrary to law, the remaining provisions of the Contract will remain in 
full force and effect. 

 
C. APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS. The State of Ohio’s funds are contingent upon the availability 

of lawful appropriations by the Ohio General Assembly. If the General Assembly fails at any 
time to continue funding for the payments or any other obligations due by the State under this 
Contract, the State will be released from its obligations on the date funding expires. 

 
D. DISPOSITION.  The Contractor shall not assign, transfer, convey, sublet, or otherwise 

dispose of this contract, including any or all of its right, title or interest therein, or its power to 
execute such contract to any person, company or corporation, without prior written consent of 
OVH-S. 

 
E. EMPLOYEES.  All employees of the Contractor shall be considered to be, at all times, 

employees of the Contractor, under its sole direction, and not an employee or agent of OVH-
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S or the State of Ohio. OVH-S may require the Contractor to remove an employee it deems 
careless, incompetent, insubordinate or otherwise objectionable, and whose continued 
employment on OVH-S property is not in the best interest of OVH-S.   

 
F. INDEMINIFACATION.  Contractor will indemnify OVH-S for any and all claims, damages, law 

suits, costs, judgments, expenses, and any other liabilities resulting from bodily injury to any 
person (including injury resulting in death) or damage to property that may arise out of or are 
related to Contractor's performance under this contract, providing such bodily injury or 
property damage is due to the negligence of Contractor, its employees, agents, or 
subcontractors. 

 
V. TERMINATION 

 
A. If either party shall refuse, fail, or be unable to perform or observe any of the terms or 

conditions stated herein, for any reason other than excused performance reasons stated 
in Section VI hereof, the party claiming such failure shall give the other party a written 
notice of such breach.  If, within thirty (30) days from such notice the failure has not been 
corrected, the injured party may cancel the contract effective ten (10) days after the end 
of said thirty (30) day period.  
 

B. Any contract arising from this solicitation may be terminated by OVH-S, with or without 
cause, at any time upon sixty (60) days written notice. 

 
C. Upon termination or expiration of this contract, Contractor shall, as soon thereafter as is 

feasible, vacate all parts of the premises occupied by Contractor, where applicable, 
remove its owned equipment, and return the premises to OVH-S, together with all the 
equipment furnished by OVH-S pursuant to this contract, in the same condition as when 
originally made available to Contractor, excepting reasonable wear and tear and fire and 
other casualty loss. 

 
D. Upon early termination of contract, Contractor is entitled to receive payment based on a 

percentage of the work completed as determined by OVH-S. 
 

VI. EXCUSED PERFORMANCE 
 

A. If performance of any terms or provisions hereof shall be delayed or prevented due to 
compliance with any law, decree or order of any governmental agency or authority either 
local, state, or federal, or because of riots, war, public disturbances, strikes, lockouts, fire, 
floods, acts of God, or any other reason whatsoever which is not within the control of the 
party whose performance is interfered with and which, by the exercise of reasonable 
diligence said party is unable to prevent, the party so suffering may at its option suspend, 
without liability, the performance of its obligations hereunder during the period such 
cause continues. 

 
 

 
 

REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

The Ohio Veterans Home-Sandusky (OVH-S) is seeking bids for lawn care and landscaping services (i.e., 
mowing, trimming, mulching, fertilizing, weeding) for the property located at 3416 Columbus Ave. 
Sandusky, Ohio.  All work performed by the Contractor is expected to be of the highest quality and meet 
or exceed accepted industry standards. The award of the lawn care and landscaping services will be 
made to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder.  The lawn care and landscaping services outline 
in this bid do not include the OVH cemetery. 

 
I. DEFINITIONS 

 
A. Mowing season refers to the timeframe where lawn care service (i.e., mowing, trimming, 

mulching, fertilizing, weeding) will be performed.  For purposes of this solicitation, the 
mowing season will commence on the second Monday of April and run through the second 
Saturday of December, for a total of 35 weeks of lawn care service.  Timeframes of the 
mowing season are subject to change as determined by OVH-S.  

 
B. Officer’s Row refers to the six (6) houses owned by OVH-S located on Dewitt Ave in 

Sandusky, Ohio.  The addresses of these houses are 703, 705, 707, 709, 711, and 715 
Dewitt Ave. 

 
II. TERM OF CONTRACT 

 
A. The agreement shall be for two mowing seasons beginning on April 14, 2014. The term of 

the contract shall be through December 12, 2015 unless it is terminated earlier based on 
reasons set forth in General Terms and Conditions Section V. 
 

B. As a condition of any award resulting from this bid/contract, OVH-S reserves the right to 
extend the period covered by the ensuing contract under the same prices, terms and 
conditions stated herein for a maximum of two (2) mowing seasons beyond the normal 
expiration date of the contract in one (1) mowing season increments. Price for one (1) 
mowing season will be one half of the total bid price. 
 
 

 
III. SCOPE AND CLARIFICATION  

 
A. Contractor is to provide complete lawn care and landscaping according to the 

specifications, plans, terms, and conditions as listed herein.  It will be assumed the 
contractor has full knowledge of existing conditions and accepts them as-is.   

 
B. The contractor is required to read carefully the specifications for all parts and work to 

become familiar with the work covered by this contract.  The contractor must visit the site 
and become familiar with the existing conditions before submitting his bid.  It shall be 
assumed the contractor himself has full knowledge of existing conditions and accepts them 
as – is. 

 
IV. CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS 

 
A. All work will be accomplished during the hours of 7:00 am and 7:00 pm Monday thru 

Saturday. 
 
B. No work shall be scheduled on Sundays or State of Ohio recognized holidays (Attachment 
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1), unless requested by OVH-S. 
 

C. All contractors and employees of these contractors shall be trained in the skill of the tasks 
assigned to them. 

 
D. All contractors and employees of these contractors shall adhere to all stipulations 

concerning maintenance activities within this facility.  Contractors must provide sanitary 
facilities for their employees. 

 
E. The entire project will be done by contract, and there is no provision for a contingency fund, 

change orders or cost over-runs.  The price quoted by the successful bidder will be 
reflected on the construction contract, and that will be the final cost for work completion. 

 
F. Prevailing wage requirements are not associated with this invitation for bid. 

 
G. All work shall be performed following all local and state building codes. 

 
H. Contractor is to obtain all applicable State Pesticide licenses for all chemical 

treatment for weed control and fertilizer. If not submitted with the Bidder’s response, 
copies of the respective documents shall be submitted to OVH-S within seven (7) calendar 
days after notification. Failure to submit the documents within this time period may result in 
the Bidder being deemed not responsive.  

 
I. Contractor is responsible for all storage of lawn care and landscaping equipment and 

materials.  The Ohio Veterans Home will not provide on-site storage for equipment and 
materials.  The Ohio Veterans Home shall not be held responsible for damages to 
Contractor’s equipment, materials, or supplies as a result of vandalism, theft, misuse, etc. 

 
J. Contractor must maintain all mowing, trimming, weeding, planting, mulching, and fertilizing 

at the Ohio Veterans Home, Sandusky, Ohio, covering the following areas: 
 

1. Lawn mowing once a week during the mowing season. Grass is to be cut to a height 
of three (3) inches and will not grow to more than 4-1/2” before cutting. 
 

2. Trimming (weed eating) once a week during the mowing season, this includes but is 
not limited to sidewalks, parking area, light poles, fence line and around buildings. 

 
3. Trimming & mowing of all island areas on property once a week. 

 
4. Flower and shrubbery beds shall be weeded once per week during the mowing 

season. The use of a pre-emergent herbicide (e.g., SnapShot) is acceptable.  
Application of a pre-emergent will be applied twice a mowing season once in the 
Fall and once in the Spring. 

 
5. Mulching of all bed and plantings once during the mowing season and “dress-up” 

throughout the season..  Mulching shall be done the second full week of May.  For 
2014, these dates will be May 12, 2014 through May 17, 2014 and for 2015, these 
dates will be May 11, 2015 through May 16, 2015.  If inclement weather prevents 
mulching on this date, a “rain-date” will be determined by OVH-S.  

 
6. Trimming of trees and shrubs as required twice per mowing season.  Dates to be 

determined by OVH-S and contractor. 
 

7. Fertilizing of lawn, plantings and shrubs four times per mowing season.  Dates to be 
determined by OVH-S and contractor. 
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8. Fallen branches on the sidewalks, grounds, and roadways shall be removed weekly 
during the mowing season. 

 
9. Mowing will include the area between the OVH-S property fence and surrounding 

roads. 
 

10. The large field adjacent to Dewitt Ave (behind Officer’s Row) shall be mowed 
weekly. 

 
11. The lawns on Officer’s Row will be mowed and trimmed (weed-eated) weekly. 

 
12. Grass clippings will be removed from mowed areas after each mowing. 

 
13. All sidewalks, walking paths, pavilion, and parking areas will have leaves and grass 

clipping removed weekly. 
 

14. WASTE MATERIAL: Waste materials shall be collected and properly disposed of by 
the Contractor, and includes all grass, leaves and plant material generated as a by-
product of the services provided in this contract in accordance with local and state 
regulations.  Waste material is not to build up on the grounds of OVH-S.  Waste 
Material is to be removed after each mowing. 

 
15. The bid price is to include the cost of labor, parts, and materials necessary to 

provide the proper lawn care and look desired by OVH-S.  All services agreed upon 
in the contract are at a firm fixed price contract.   
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State of Ohio 2014-2015 Holidays 

 

Date Holiday 
January 1, 2014 New Year’s Day 

January 20, 2014 Martin Luther King Day 

February 17, 2014 President’s Day 

May 26, 2014 Memorial Day 

July 4, 2014 Independence Day 

September 1, 2014 Labor Day 

October 13, 2014 Columbus Day 

November 11, 2014 Veteran’s Day 

November 27, 2014 Thanksgiving 

December 25, 2014 Christmas 

January 1, 2015 New Year’s Day 

January 19, 2015 Martin Luther King Day 

February 16, 2015 President’s Day 

May 25, 2015 Memorial Day 

July 3, 2015 Independence Day (observed) 

July 4, 2015 Independence Day 

September 7, 2015 Labor Day 

October 12, 2015 Columbus Day 

November 11, 2015 Veteran’s Day 

November 26, 2015 Thanksgiving 

December 25, 2015 Christmas 

 

Determination of State of Ohio holidays is pursuant to ORC 124.19. 
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