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Gen. Deborah Ashenhurst Named New ODVS Director
COLUMBUS – A few days prior to being sworn in as Ohio Governor, Mike DeWine announced
a bevy of candidates for appointment to his cabinet. Among those introduced on Jan. 10 was
Deborah Ashenhurst, who served in the Ohio National Guard for 37 years and this week began
her new assignment as Director of the Ohio Department of Veterans Services.
Maj. Gen. Ashenhurst (U.S. Army, retired) brings a wealth of military and private sector
experience to the position as well as a developed connection to the veteran community. She
has held assignments at all levels from company, battalion, brigade and Joint Force
Headquarters.
She also is deeply familiar with operating at a state cabinet level, as she served for four years
as the Adjutant General and commander of the State of Ohio. In that role, Ashenhurst
commanded the 17,000 personnel of the Ohio Army and Air National Guard, Ohio Military
reserve and Ohio Naval Militia.
“I am absolutely thrilled to serve our great veterans all across Ohio and do all I can to be a
voice, and a listener, for our veteran community,” she said.
Director Ashenhurst succeeds Col. Chip Tansill, who served as ODVS Director from September
21, 2015 until Jan. 13, 2019 – his final day under former Gov. John Kasich.
Ms. Ashenhurst was sworn in Monday morning, thereby becoming the first female director,
the fifth overall and the highest ranking leader of the department since its inception in 2008.
Her predecessors are the late William J. Hartnett (2008-11), Thomas N. Moe (2011-13),
Timothy C. Gorrell (2013-15) and Tansill (2015-19).
Ashenhurst began her career in 1978 when she enlisted in the Ohio National Guard. She was
commissioned an engineer officer in 1980 through the Ohio Army National Guard’s Officer
Candidate School.
During her military career, Gen. Ashenhurst received numerous awards and decorations,
including the Army Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal
(with one Silver and one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) and the Joint Service Commendation Medal.
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She retired from the U.S. Army and the National Guard in October 2015. Her career
culminated in service as a special assistant to the vice chief, National Guard Bureau in
Washington, D.C.
Prior to her appointment as the adjutant general, she was a 25-year federal employee in
various positions of increasing responsibility with the United States Property and Fiscal
Office with the Ohio National Guard.
Following her retirement from the military, Gen. Ashenhurst served as the senior vice
president, military strategy with R2 Associates. She also served as a commissioner on the
Ohio Military Facilities Commission.
“I’m proud to announce that Maj. Gen. Deborah Ashenhurst has agreed to lead the Ohio
Department of Veterans Services,” Gov. DeWine said. “The General will work tirelessly to
ensure Ohio’s veterans will receive their benefits and services that they have earned. It is our
goal for people to look to Ohio and say that this is a very veterans-friendly place.”
General Ashenhurst resides with her husband, Col. Jim Ashenhurst (U.S. Army, retired), in
Hilliard, Ohio.
About ODVS: The Ohio Department of Veterans Services works to actively identify, connect
with, and advocate for veterans and their families. Ohio law gives the department the
responsibility to partner with all 88 county veteran service commissions and the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs, in order to “serve those who have served” by connecting
Ohio veterans and their families to well-earned benefits and resources.
Recent statistics out of the VA indicate Ohio currently is home to nearly 800,000 former
service members, ranking the state sixth nationally in terms of veteran population.
For more information on the Ohio Department of Veterans Services, go to OhioVets.gov.

