
 ODVS Advisory Committee 
October 29, 2020 via Microsoft Teams 

 
 
Chairperson Victor Wilson convened the meeting at 10:30 AM virtually via Microsoft Teams. 
The meeting opened with a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance led by Ed Zackery, followed by 
a moment of silence. 
 
Roll Call 
Committee Members: 
Deborah Ashenhurst, Director, ODVS 
Sean McCarthy, Assistant Director, ODVS 
Lori Good, Secretary, ODVS 
Ali Yogmour, Executive Coordinator, ODVS 
Victor Wilson, Chairperson, AMVETS 
Mike Stith, DAV 
Susan Green, WVC 
Suzette Heller, AL 
Ted Mosure, CWV 
Paul Haller, CCAO 
Don Perry, MCL 
Jared Smith, OSACVSC 
Jon Warmeling, OSACVSO 
Matt Raymond, OSACVSO 
Ed Zackery, OSACVSO 
Chris Mabe, OCSEA 
Paul Wilson, VVA 
Charles Febus, OAG 
Bill Radcliffe, MOAA 
 
Absent: 
Eric Sowers, VFW 
Don Youngblood, ANU  
Saul Laub, JWV 
Ed Zoretic, KWV 
Ashley Webb, OSACVSC 
Neil Polk, OSACVC 
Carl Price, MOPH 
 
Guests: 
Jeff Rapp, Chief Communications Officer, ODVS 
Dale Vitale, OAG 
Lucas Denney, Chief Legislative Liaison, ODVS 
Tammy Puff, Military & Veterans Liaison, Governor Mike DeWine’s Office  



 
 
Approval of the June 19, 2020 minutes: Mr. Radcliffe motioned to accept minutes; Mr. Mosure 
seconded. Minutes approved. 
Approval of the August, 2020 agenda: Mr. Warmeling motioned; Mr. Mosure seconded. Agenda 
approved. 
 
Chairperson Comments 
Mr. Wilson thanked all who were in attendance. He then encouraged the committee to vote. 
 
Director’s Opening Comments 
Director Ashenhurst gave her welcoming comments. She indicated that the Hall of Fame 
recipients were selected, and plans for presentation are underway. We have a recipient in 
Arizona that will be presented the award by the Arizona Director of Veterans’ Services.            
The ODVS Comms staff will release the 2020 Hall of Fame video in November. 
 
The Director then gave an update on the status of the COVID in our Veterans Homes.                
She emphasized the commitment of the staff at the Homes, and their continued efforts to keep 
the residents, staff and families as safe as possible. 
 
She encouraged the committee to apply for the CARES Act funding opportunities. 
 
The Director pointed out that budget revenues are way down. Like other state agencies,     
ODVS took a 20-percent hit and the department just submitted the budget for the next 
biennium with severe cuts in place. She said all expenditures are under scrutiny because of the 
health crisis and grave financial concerns across the state. “We are looking at what we have to 
do instead of what we want to do,” she said. 
 
She added the good news is that the department has saved some resources by severely 
restricting employee travel and implementing a hiring freeze. Also, thousands of dollars were 
saved that normally would have gone to a traditional Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. 
 
The Director then expressed her concern for upcoming Veterans Day events. She reminded the 
committee to avoid large crowds, and to practice social distancing and wearing of the mask.  
Director Ashenhurst offered to the committee a video presentation for Veterans Day. 
 
New Business 
Election of Chairperson 
Chairperson Wilson opened the floor for nominations for chairperson of the Advisory 
Committee. Mr. Warmeling nominated Victor Wilson; Ms. Green seconded. No further 
nominations. Roll call vote. Victor Wilson was selected as the Advisory Committee Chairperson. 
 



The floor was then open for nominations of the vice-chairperson. Mr. Warmeling nominated   
Ed Zachery; Mr. Victor Wilson seconded. No further nominations. After roll call vote, Ed Zackery 
was selected as the vice-chairperson for the Advisory Committee. 
 
The committee then viewed a message from Lt. Governor Husted. 
 
Ohio Veterans Home Update 
Terry Prince, Superintendent of the Ohio Veterans Home, gave a brief update on the two state-
run facilities that are home to hundreds of Ohio veterans. 
 
Ohio Veterans Homes were out front leading the way, established 20/40 bed ECUs for isolation 
in the beginning of COVID. First to establish entry control points, required masks, establish 
window visits, and is providing compassionate care. 
 
He reported the Homes are leading the way on testing with in excess of 12K tests.           
Antigen, rapid tests and Abbott tests – with turnaround time as fast as 15 minutes – have been 
employed. HHS helped with testing. Director Ashenhurst has been commended on OVH 
response to COVID and establishing procedures. 
 
Mr. Prince said staff members at the Homes wear a new mask every day and are given constant 
updates on safety protocols. The Homes also have established a COVID hotline for residents 
and their family members. The number of tests and results are charted daily and can be viewed 
at the state’s Department of Health website during the crisis – coronavirus.ohio.gov.               
Key messages also are being sent via cell phone. 
 
Community support has been phenomenal, as well as from VSOs. In fact, Sandusky Police 
contacted Home and conducted a “drive-by salute” to honor the veterans, causing a two-hour 
traffic jam in Sandusky. 
 
OVH has developed relationships with VAMCs and local hospitals, even pre-COVID, to handle 
the pandemic. 
  
Superintendent Prince added that he is proud the virus was kept out of the Homes for months, 
and the administrations are working hard to maintain and protect the residents and 
caregivers. They are all aware of their responsibilities to the veterans, both at work and           
off duty. 
 
Legislative Update 
Lucas Denney gave a brief update of activities in the state legislature. He explained to the 
Committee the grant opportunities for their local posts and small businesses. 
 
He noted that veteran-owned small businesses could be entitled to a grant of $10,000 and that 
bars and restaurants could be eligible for a grant of $20,000 with the idea that some of that 
money can be used to obtain PPE for employees. 



 
The following are the links provided: 
 
3 grant opportunities for Veterans  
-OBM Grant for Veterans Post DUE 11-20 
https://grants.ohio.gov/fundingopportunities.aspx 
-DSA Grant for Small Businesses, Bars and Restaurants 
https://businesshelp.ohio.gov/ 
 
He added that HB 282 was going to see some movement and it is possible new proposals could 
include a road renaming or two. However, he said nothing else significant directly effecting 
veterans was expected to emerge in the near future. 
 
There was then discussion regarding the budget. Mr. Denney said the state budget should be 
introduced in either late January or early February and finalized in late June. 
 
Chairperson’s Closing Comments 
Nothing to report 
 
Director’s Closing Comments 
Director Ashenhurst encouraged the committee to continue to reach out to each other during 
this trying time. She encouraged the members to stay safe. 
    
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Stith made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Warmeling seconded. Motion carried.                  
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 AM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://grants.ohio.gov/fundingopportunities.aspx
https://businesshelp.ohio.gov/

